Two months into the year… 300 motorbike incidents
ER24 is urging bikers, cyclists and motorists to be cautious and
courteous to each other.
ER24 has attended to about 300 motorbike incidents since the
beginning of the year.
Sadly, many bikers either lost their lives or sustained serious or
critical injuries.
Incidents included collisions between bikers and vehicles as well
as bikers losing control of their motorcycles and crashing.
Several cyclists have also either been killed and critically injured.
“One of the worst incidents this year was that of a cyclist who was
killed when he collided with a vehicle about 30 kilometres outside
Nelspruit. The man’s body was found severed in half on the front
passenger side of the vehicle,” said Chitra Bodasing, ER24
spokesperson.
Hugh Brown, from the ER24 Motorcycle Medical Response Unit,
said, “I have attended to numerous incidents. As a biker and medic
it is worrying to see the extent of injuries sustained during these
incidents.”
Seeing first hand the severity of injuries sustained, such as
fractures, head injuries and decapitation, Brown said he is lucky to
have escaped serious injury thus far.
“I was involved in a collision, however I escaped with a sprained
ankle and a small amount of road rash because I was wearing full
gear,” he said.
Brown provided the following advice for road users:

• Motorists and riders should not allow themselves to be distracted
while on the road.	
  
• Do not speed. Alter your speed according to the environment you
are in. 	
  
• Slow down, keep your anger in check and remember that proving
a point is not worth killing someone.	
  

• Wear approved protective gear. A quality helmet and decent

jacket have saved bikers from serious harm. The more gear
a rider wears, and the better quality thereof, the lesser the
chances of sustaining serious injuries in most cases.	
  
Riders should also conduct a safety inspection on their bicycle or
bike prior to riding. Also remember to stay away from areas you
are not allowed to ride in. Cyclists for example, are not allowed on
highways.
All road users should refrain from skipping stop signs and red
traffic lights and be cautious when changing lanes. Remember to
keep a fair distance away from other road users. Do not consume
alcohol and drive or ride.
Bikers and cyclists should remember that they are less visible than
other vehicles on the road. Ensure you do as much as you
possibly can to be visible. For example, wear reflective clothing,
especially at night.
Try to avoid lane splitting. If you do, do so at a respectable speed
and be wary of your surroundings. ER24’s Emergency Contact
Centre can be reached 24 hours a day on 084 124 for any medical
emergency.
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About ER24	
  
	
  
ER24 is the premier private emergency medical care
provider in South Africa that has been providing a range of
quality emergency response and pre-hospital care
services since 2000.	
  
	
  
We operate from 45 bases throughout South Africa to
provide realhelprealfast. Backed by a strong footprint in all
major metropolitan areas and towns, we offer extensive
support to both private and public hospitals throughout the

country.	
  
	
  
As a wholly owned subsidiary of Mediclinic International,
part of the Remgro Group of companies, which owns and
manages 52 private hospitals in Southern Africa, ER24’s
footprint extends globally. With 76 hospitals and clinics
worldwide, Mediclinic is ranked as one of the top 10
private hospital groups in the world, based on the market
capitalisation of listed private hospital groups. The
Mediclinic Group also has interests in Switzerland
(Hirslanden) and the United Arab Emirates (Emirate
Healthcare Holdings Limited).	
  
	
  
ER24 owns its national 24-hour emergency Contact
Centre. This facility has the technological capacity to
provide a broad range of emergency medical services,
including dispatching of emergency medical resources by
air. We employ 100 staff in various departments in the
Contact Centre, with tasks ranging from taking calls to
evaluating the nature and severity of a situation, and
dispatching the resources necessary to contain a given
situation.	
  
	
  
ER24 is connected to an expansive network of emergency
service bodies in an integrated scene management
system. This allows us to draw on a variety of related
services when emergencies arise. The Contact Centre
also acts as a catalyst for ER24’s Site Based Medical
Services.	
  
	
  
For more information email media@er24.co.za	
  
Twitter: @ER24EMS	
  
Facebook: facebook.com/ER24Ambulance	
  

